Hematological and biochemical studies in children with Down syndrome.
Eighty-three children with Down syndrome were submitted to hematological and biochemical studies; 69 normal children were included as controls. The variables analyzed were: HbF, HbA2, serum B12 vitamin (B12), folates, total iron and iron binding capacity, hematic cytology, and the red blood cell enzymes adenosine deaminase (ADA), glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) and superoxide dismutase (SOD). The most relevant results were: macrocytosis, normal leucocytes, HbF, B12 and folates, as well as high levels of the enzymes ADA and G6PD. An indirect association between macrocytosis, ADA and G6PD is discussed.